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A Note from the 
      Principal... 
 

Dear Parent/Guardians,
Another holiday season has come and gone. The weather, 
with all of the snow that fell in December, was magical. As 
always the first snowfall is a delight to us all and especially 
for the boys and girls. Playing in the snow, whether building 
a snowman, skiing, snowboarding, and making snow 
angles, is invigorating and brings a sense of joy to us all. It is 
my hope that the holiday season brought peace and joy to 
you all as we are certainly blessed to have such giving loved 
ones. I wish each family only good things – today, 
tomorrow, and always in this new year. 

As with any new year, it brings much excitement and 
anticipation of what lies ahead in the academic 
programming in grades K-5. Teachers are looking closely at 
the curriculum and are planning accordingly. They will be 
using mid-year assessments as well as their students’ 
previous daily work performance to gage where students are 
in their academic skill development. We are in full swing 
and moving ahead! 

During the week of January 8th the students will participate 
in ASAP’s Nurturing Young Artists Music Project. This 
project brings together composer, Luke Nelson partnering 
with our music teacher and our K-5 students. Students will 
be supported in their creative endeavors as they explore and 
develop their artistic process. Mr. Nelson will guide 
students as they learn to compose and create music. The 
project will culminate with a performance. Artwork and 
stories created during the project will be included within 
the performance. The school community looks forward in 
this adventure.  

In grades 3-5 students will be given the Smarter Balanced 
Assessments during the first two weeks of May. Students 
will be assessed in the areas of English Language Arts and 
Mathematics. This assessment will be provided through 
computer adaptive testing technologies to the greatest 
extent possible to provide meaningful feedback and 
actionable data that our teachers can use to help students 
succeed. Our students are well prepared to take this 
assessment as they have access to so much technology 

through computer and Chromebook use. They are ready to 
tackle their assessment tasks with much confidence.  

Should you have any questions or concerns about this 
testing as we get closer to the testing period, please feel free 
to contact either your child’s teacher or me to discuss 
expectations. You may also visit the State of Connecticut 
Educational website for further information. The web 
address is http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/site/default.asp. The 
assessment link will lead you to information about the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium or you can visit 
t h e S m a r t e r B a l a n c e d w e b s i t e d i r e c t l y a t 
www.Smarterbalanced.org.  

In closing, learning is so important and experts say that any 
learning must be a joint venture between school, parents, 
and children. Research indicates that children do better in 
school if parents place a high value on educating and 
reinforcing on-going learning. I thank you for your 
continued support and commitment to your child’s 
education. Together we make the greatest impact! 

Sincerely, 
Cathy Colella 
Principal 

1/2/18 Winter Recess Ends, School Resumes

1/8 Board of Education Meeting/Business, 7 PM

1/8 Student Leadership Conference

1/8-1/12 ASAP Young Artist Program

1/9 Snow Date for Student Leadership 
Conference

1/10 PTO Meeting, 6:30 PM

1/15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - School Closed

1/22 Board of Education Meeting/Education, 7 PM 

1/22-1/26 Kindergarten Registration Week

1/23 Kindergarten Schoolhouse Field Trip

JANUARY  
DATES TO REMEMBER

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/site/default.asp
http://www.Smarterbalanced.org
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            Kindergarten 
              Ready, Set, Publish! 

Winter is the perfect time to curl up with a good book. In kindergarten, we’ve 
discovered it’s the perfect time to write books, too! Our classroom has been 
transformed by a flurry of publishing.  Favorite titles include stories of our lives, 
letters to Santa, and advice for our student teacher, Ms. Kurzawa, as she heads off to a 

new classroom. Attention to 
d e t a i l i s critical: the 
children take r e a d a b i l i t y 
seriously and p u n c t u a t i o n 
conversations can be heard 
from the halls. T h o u g h 

publishing is exciting, it is even better to give our writing to loved 
ones to share the gift of literacy with others.

                   

Second graders just finished their nonfiction reading unit with a “choice project”. Students chose a 
nonfiction text that they had previously read to complete their project. They also had the option of 
choosing how to present their learning of five big ideas. Second graders could choose to create a 
book, a flipbook, or create a Google presentation. After completing the written component of the 
project, students were asked to create an art piece that corresponded with their project. Some 

students chose to use clay while 
others used cardboard tubes to 
create an animal. One student even 
created a tornado using a plastic 
bottle, water, dish soap, and glitter. 
Students delved into the task and 
created some remarkable projects!  

Grade 2: 
Choice Project 

Visit Our Website! 
 
Our web address is www.region-12.org. Once you are at the district’s home page you 
can visit Booth Free School’s website. The staff will be adding information regularly. 
Please use it as an additional resource for information gathering. 

http://www.region-12.org
http://www.region-12.org


Grade 4: 
Fraction Action! 

Our fourth grade students are experiencing 
fraction act ion . We have been making 
comparisons to our benchmark of 1/2, and we 
have been adding and subtracting fractions with 
like denominators. Using visual models, such as 

fraction strips and egg carton math (love those twelfths, sixths, quarters, thirds, and 
halves), students have successfully written and completed multi-step word problems. At 

the end of a particularly challenging lesson, several 
students commented, “I want to finish this just so 
I can see if I can do it!” Our fourth graders 
certainly are demonstrating their stamina, 
determination, and perseverance. We love seeing 
such fine examples of growth mindsets in practice.   

Good Character Traits:  (Referenced in Board of Education Policy #0210.3) 

Region 12 is dedicated to strengthening the character of our students by encouraging a consistent set of ethical 
values that direct and guide behavioral choices. These universal values, which transcend political, religious, 
cultural, and the Golden Rule encompasses economic differences,  “Do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you.”  Therefore, good Character Traits are essential to the learning process. We work throughout the year in 
developing the following: 

1. Trustworthiness 
2. Respect 
3. Responsibility 
4. Fairness 
5. Caring 
6. Citizenship 

Good conduct is synonymous with good citizenship. Students are expected to exercise good citizenship at all times 
while in school, attending school-related activities and after school activities conducted at the school. This 
includes showing respect for the rights of others and regard for personal and school property. Students should 
strive to contribute to the climate of the school by being courteous and well mannered.  

Booth Free School also utilizes The Second Step Program to promote social skills necessary to be a caring 
community. Additionally, grades three through five have access to a second program, Steps to Respect when 
needed. 

It is our hope that the power and influence of the school-family partnership will provide consistent messages to 
our students regarding the development of positive student behaviors and thus, improve student learning.



Welcome Back!! 
As winter approaches, illnesses increase and 
potential child to child transfer of viruses and 
bacteria rises. Here are some tips to keep 
your child healthy this winter:  
 
The CDC recommends that each child 
receives a seasonal flu vaccine. It is not too 
late to do this. 

• It is also recommended that you teach and 
encourage your children to 
take everyday preventative 
actions against germs such 
as: cover your nose and 
mouth with a tissue or your 
elbow when you cough or 
sneeze, wash your hands 
often with soap and water or a l c o h o l 
based rub, avoid touching your eyes, nose, 
and mouth, and try to avoid contact with sick 
people.

• Keep your child home when 
they are sick for at least 24 
hours after a fever is 
gone (w i thou t fever 
reducing medicine).

• Please call the school and 
notify the nurse of your child’s symptoms so 
that disease tracking can be monitored. 

• Avoid crowds when sick.

• Your child needs good nutrition, plenty of 
fluids, and rest to keep a strong healthy 
immune system.

• Exercise and activity are also important for a 
healthy immune system. As cold weather 
approaches, please send your child with 
appropriate clothing to continue to get a nice 
dose of fun and fresh air at recess during 
the school day. Inappropriate outdoor 
weather gear can put unnecessary stress on 
body systems.  
 

Please call your school’s Health Office @ 
860-355-0428 if you have questions.

Cold Weather Fun:
Children spend a lot of time outside 

during the winter months. Whether 
your child is waiting for the bus 

or building a snowman, be careful 
when sending him/her outside. Cold 
temperatures can be especially harsh 

on children. Children should be dressed in 
several layers of clothing to keep them dry 
and warm. The American Academy of 
Pediatrics recommends dressing 
young children in one 
more layer of clothing than 
you yourself would wear. 
Make sure you send 
your child out with a hat 
that covers the ears (50% of body heat is lost 
through the head), and wearing waterproof 
boots with enough room to wiggle the toes. 
Here at school unless it is too wet or less than 
20 degrees, your child will go outside at 
recess time and will need snow pants and 
boots to enjoy the snowy outdoors.

Be Burn Aware!  

Please help yourselves to 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n b u r n 
a w a r e n e s s p r o v i d e d b y 
Shriners Hospitals which is in the 
health resources area in the front of the 
school. It is an important time of year to make 
sure you have functioning Carbon Monoxide 
and smoke detectors in your homes. Having 
these alarm systems and reviewing your 
escape plans with your children is an 
important way to keep them safe. Check out 
this link for more information: https://
www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/shc/
beburnaware

Notes and News from the Nurse...

https://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/shc/beburnaware
https://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/shc/beburnaware
https://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/shc/beburnaware
https://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/shc/beburnaware
https://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/shc/beburnaware
https://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/shc/beburnaware


Here are some examples of how we encourage healthy habits 
here at Booth Free School by eating healthy lunches!

Kindergarten Registration 2018-2019 
Registration for Kindergarten will take place the week of January 22nd-26th. Children 
turning five years of age before January 1, 2019 are eligible. When you receive a 
registration packet, please fill out all forms and deliver them to the school office. Packets 
are also available in the office should you need one. A copy of your child’s Birth Certificate 
and proof of residency should be included. A Kindergarten Readiness Program will take 
place in the Spring. Should you need or desire further information please contact the 
school office at (860) 354-9391 
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Burnham
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“WOW” stands for Wonderful Original Work of  art. Typically, a WOW piece takes 1 or 2 
classes to complete. It must be original, carefully crafted, and show the growth of  the 
student as an artist. In other words, it should be a work that a student works hard on 
and is proud to share. After working in the various art centers, students choose the 
work they feel is their best. Each chosen piece requires an artist statement which 
allows for students to be reflective about the process and how they see themselves as 
artists. These pieces will be selected by students throughout the year. Here is a 
sampling of  WOW work along with the accompanying artist statements: 

We would like to name this artwork “Hightop Model 2017”. We created this 
artwork by using paper, masking tape, craft sticks, a plastic cap, paint, 
string, and glue. “While I was working on this piece, I learned that making a 
shoe sculpture is hard!” - AG. “I learned to keep going and don’t stop when 
you get frustrated.” - IB. Our favorite part about it is the sculpting of it. If 
we could change one thing, it would be to make the High Top Model 2017 look 
wearable. 
     Isla Beckstrom & Aiva Gamelin, Grade 4 

I would like to name this artwork “Feather Lining Phoenix”. I created 
this artwork by using oil pastels and black sharpie. While I was 
working on this piece, I learned that if you keep on trying, you’ll get 
it right and, if not, you can turn it into something else. My favorite 
part about it is how I did the whole body and the feathers. If I 
could change one thing, it would be keeping it less smudgy. 

Samantha Granger, Grade 2

I would like to name this artwork The Wild Forest Animal because it sounds 
cool. I created this artwork by using oil pastels. While I worked on this 
piece, I learned about drawing so a lot of white spots don’t show. My favorite 
part about it is the shape of the antlers because it’s hard to draw antlers 
and I did a good job. If I could change one thing, it would be to have room 
for a nose.


Alden May, Grade 1 

WOW 

Projects  

in Art 
Art with  

Mrs. Manley



Winter 
Wonderland 

Concert! 
Booth Free School’s Annual Winter 
Concert was held on Thursday, December 
21th. It was a terrific performance, thanks 
to the exper t i se o f our mus ic /
instrumental teacher, Mr. Bartfield. The 
concert began with the Booth Free 
School’s Band playing a variety of songs 
highlighting students’ ability to play their 
instruments including trumpets, clarinets, 
percussion and a saxophone. This was 
followed by the chorus and grade level 
performances. Our students delighted 
our audience with their smiles and 
beautiful songs. Our December concert, 
song and verse, was the perfect time to 
begin celebrating the warmth and magic 
of this special time of year especially 
ending with a collective group song, Jingle 
Bells.  

Congratulations to all our students for an 
amazing concert!



BFS Cultures 
Around the 

World, 
Discovering 

France!
On Tuesday, December 19th, Booth 
Free School celebrated France at this 
year’s Cultures Around the World. 
This was a wonderful opportunity for 
our students to learn about a new 
culture while working in multiage 
groups. Students rotated through 
stations as they learned about various 
aspects o f the ce lebrat ion of 
Christmas in France. In one station 
students made cards to Papa Noel 
and in another station students made 
a yule log craft. Students also heard 
the story, Madeleine’s Christmas and 
participated in games, song and 
dance. The event culminated with a 
whole-school activity. 



 

Words from the Library 

from Mrs. Sass 

Happy New Year! Happy 2018! With the New Year comes lots of resolutions, and what could be 
better than resolving to help our children read more? Whether through books, or on electronic 
devices, reading just twenty minutes a day can help foster better learning in school, creativity, 
inquisitiveness and self-esteem.  


Reading on electronic devices may be common these days, but there is still something very 
special about holding a new book, flipping through the pages, enjoying the illustrations and 
reading a page or two. To help maintain that excitement, new books are constantly being added to 
our collection, from student requests for popular series to nonfiction about the planets, animals, 
cooking, arts and crafts, dinosaurs and much more.  The next time you are in the library, be sure 
to check out the “New in Your Library” cart to see what’s new.


So curl up with a good book and your child, and share the joy of reading every day                                                       

Happy reading!

Booth Free School's Annual 
Santa's Breakfast & Secret 

Shoppers 
Booth Free School's annual Santa's Breakfast and 
Secret Shoppers was held Saturday, December 1st. 
It sure was a great way to start the holiday 
season. The Santa's Breakfast was chaired 
by Yvonne Gamelin and Cara Abraham, 
a n d t h e S e c r e t Shoppers was chaired 
by Deirdre Daly and Tracy Palumbo. 
The Booth Free S c h o o l c o m m u n i t y 
thanks our chairs a n d a l l t h e i r 
v o l u n t e e r s f o r making this event a 
great one.  



Student Council, with the help of Mrs. 
Horrigan and Mrs. DiBella, 
sponsored a Giving Tree at 

BFS for the holidays! Over the 
course of December, members of 
the Booth Free Community 
took lightbulbs off the tree 

asking for items, and 
donated goods to be 
brought to Seniors in 
R o x b u r y. T h a n k y o u 
everyone for your support 
and generosity in this 
endeavor!

Studen
t 

Counci
l


News


P a r e n t s a r e o u r 
partners in the 

important job of 
e d u c a t i n g a l l o u r 

children. I urge you to 
attend and support the PTO, become 
a member, volunteer, and take part in 
h e l p i n g y o u r c h i l d t o g r o w 
academically. PTO meetings will be 
held each month at 6:30 p.m. The next 
scheduled PTO meeting is January 
10th.

PTO

School Closing Reminders:
Now that we have begun to experience a taste of cold weather, it is a good time to review school 
closing procedures. When snow or ice creates unsafe driving conditions, school may need to be 
closed early, school opening may need to be delayed, or school may need to be closed for the 
day.

School closing information is available on our web site 
(www.region-12.org) or may be heard over one of several radio or 
television stations. The Region-12 Notification System will also be 

activated for delayed openings and closings, and also when the decision to dismiss school early 
is made, so please be sure we have your correct telephone numbers. 

The following stations broadcast our closing and delays:

WTIC AM 1080/WTIC 96.5 FM, WINE 940 AM/WINE 95.1 FM, WLAD 800 AM/WLAD 98.3 FM, WHCN 
105.9 FM, WREF 850 AM, WKSS 95.7 FM, WZBG 97.3 FM, WVIT -TV 30, WTNH - TV 8, and WFSB –
TV 3. 

Delayed Opening Times for a 2 Hour Delay:
Please see our district website for additional scheduling information. For a delay, please be aware 
of the following:

• Students should wait at their bus stop 2 hours later than the normal pick-up time.

• Students in K through grade 5 may arrive at school at 10:40 a.m.

• School will begin at 11:00 a.m.



Goal-setting can be tedious, even intimidating, for some 
students. Parents can support students in this process by 
following these steps: pick it, map it, do it, own it, and 
celebrate it. 

Pick it. Encourage your child to 
consider his or her dreams and 
passions and pick goals that are 
important and meaningful. Guide 
your child to think about, “What 
motivates me? What would inspire 
me to give my best eff ort? What 
would make me feel good while 
I’m doing it? What achievement 
would make me feel proud?”

Map it. After your child picks a 
goal, help map the path from 
where he or she is now to where the child wants to be. 
Off er the following analogy: If we want to drive across 
the country from New York to California, we don’t just 
get in our car and start driving—we get a map, pick a 
route, and follow it until we get to California.

With your child, analyze diff erent approaches and defi ne 
clear steps to reach their goal. For instance, if the goal 
is to get a higher test grade in a tough subject, each 
quiz or project is a step on the path to the higher goal: 
earning an A.

Do it. Once you and your child have mapped a path to 
their goal, encourage him or her to take action, focus on 
the fi rst step and give it his or her best eff ort. Remind 
your child that no goal is ever reached without focused 
action. 

Own it. As your child makes progress toward their goal, 
help him or her to take responsibility for making it 
happen. Teach the mantra, “If it’s to be, it’s up to me!” 

Refl ect with your child. Ask, “How are you doing? What’s 

working? What’s not working? What can you or your 
family change to get to this goal?” From there, analyze 
the map, and make changes to the plan if necessary.

Help your child keep a positive 
attitude and own mistakes as 
well as successes. Remind your 
child that if something comes 
along that holds him or her 
back temporarily, to look at the 
experience as feedback. Failures, 
or bumps in the road, can provide 
us with information we need to 
succeed. Reinforce the message 
that we can learn from our 
mistakes and move on with new, 
valuable knowledge.

Celebrate it. Acknowledgment and celebration are huge 
parts of achieving goals. Acknowledge every eff ort and 
celebrate your child’s mini-successes along the way to 
achieving a goal. This builds his or her confi dence and 
motivation. Your child will feel good and understand 
that perseverence will result in another mini-success and 
fi nally goal achievement.

Try going through the goal-setting process as a family. 
Pick a family goal (perhaps a charitable activity) and 
work together to achieve it. After the family experience, 
have each family member pick  a personal goal. Support 
and acknowledge one another as you move through the 
above steps. 

Success is assured when students believe in themselves 
and in their ability to achieve. Parents are key to helping 
them believe and succeed.

The middle of the school year is a great time for families to check in with students on goals. Setting 
academic and personal goals helps motivate, energize, and focus students, and it is a valuable skill that 

will benefi t learners throughout their lives. Parents can help students set and achieve these goals.

RP 37:1

Setting Goals
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